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Statement	Regarding	Recent	Press	Release		
 
Wonder	Wood	Ranch	has	reviewed	the	November	13,	2025,	press	release	issued	by	the	Monterey	
County	District	Attorney's	Office	regarding	pending	criminal	proceedings	of	a	former	youth	
participant.	Through	legal	counsel,	we	formally	requested	the	official	preliminary	hearing	
transcripts	to	ensure	the	accuracy	of	all	statements	attributed	to	Wonder	Wood	Ranch	and	its	
Executive	Director.		
 
 
Clarification	Regarding	Testimony	and	Funding		
 
After	reviewing	the	official	preliminary	hearing	transcript,	we	must	clarify	a	critical	point	regarding	
funding	that	was	mischaracterized	in	the	District	Attorney's	press	release	and	subsequent	media	
coverage.		
 
During	testimony,	the	Executive	Director	was	asked	the	general	question:	"Where	does	the	ranch	
money	come	from?"	She	responded:	"Grants,	donations,	service	fees."	This	was	a	factual	statement	
about	Wonder	Wood	Ranch's	overall	revenue	sources.	However,	the	District	Attorney's	press	
release	incorrectly	characterized	this	testimony	as	stating	that	grant	funds	were	specifically	used	to	
pay	for	the	participant's	housing.	This	characterization	is	not	supported	by	testimony.		
 
To	be	unequivocally	clear:	Wonder	Wood	Ranch	did	not	use	grant	funds	to	pay	for	former	
participant’s	apartment.		
 
Grant	funds	are	restricted	to	their	designated	purposes	as	specified	in	grant	agreements.	Housing	
costs	for	this	participant	were	not	included	in	any	grant	application	or	budget	submitted	by	
Wonder	Wood	Ranch.	The	housing	provided	was	funded	through	other	organizational	revenue	
sources	in	accordance	with	our	program	model.		
 
We	maintain	comprehensive	financial	records	and	grant	agreements	that	document	the	
appropriate	use	of	all	grant	funding	in	strict	compliance	with	grant	requirements	and	restrictions.	 
		
 
Our	Mission	and	Community	Impact		
 
Wonder	Wood	Ranch	remains	steadfast	in	our	mission	to	provide	healing,	hope,	and	second	
chances	to	trauma	impacted	youth	in	Monterey	County.	Our	equine	therapy	programs	serve	some	
of	the	most	vulnerable	young	people	in	our	community:	those	who	have	experienced	significant	
trauma,	youth	in	foster	care,	those	who	have	been	incarcerated,	gang-impacted	youth,	homeless	
youth,	and	low-income	families.	
 
The	work	we	do	is	not	easy,	and	the	youth	we	serve	face	serious	ongoing	challenges.	We	accept	
participants	that	other	programs	may	turn	away,	offering	them	opportunities	they	would	not	have	
otherwise.	While	we	understand	that	not	every	story	will	have	a	perfect	outcome,	our	data	
demonstrates	the	meaningful	impact	of	our	approach.		



 
Our	program	results	speak	to	the	value	of	this	work:		
 

• In	California,	over	74%	of	previously	incarcerated	youth	are	re-arrested,	with	nearly	
54%	re-convicted	according	to	the	latest	statewide	data.		
• Wonder	Wood	Ranch's	programs	show	that	approximately	26%	of	our	participants	
are	re-arrested,	a	rate	lower	than	the	state	average,	demonstrating	the	positive	impact	of	
our	equine	therapy	approach.		
• Most	of	our	participants	achieve	meaningful,	lasting	positive	changes,	including	
improved	behavioral	outcomes,	progress	in	school	or	work,	stronger	community	
connections,	reduced	trauma	symptoms,	and	development	of	healthy	coping	skills	through	
working	with	horses.		
	

While	we	take	every	setback	seriously	and	continuously	work	to	improve	our	programs,	we	
recognize	that	working	with	complex	trauma	means	that	some	youth	may	experience	difficulties.	
When	this	occurs,	it	does	not	diminish	the	transformative	success	we	see	in	most	of	our	
participants.	We	review	each	case,	make	improvements	when	needed,	and	remain	committed	to	the	
proven	approaches	that	have	changed	countless	lives.		
 
Given	the	serious	challenges	faced	by	the	youth	we	serve,	the	positive	outcomes	we	achieve	are	
particularly	meaningful.	We	cannot	prevent	all	re-engagement	in	behaviors	that	may	result	in	legal	
consequences,	but	we	remain	committed	to	supporting	many	young	people	in	finding	hope,	healing,	
and	purpose.	Every	life	changed	represents	a	family	strengthened	and	a	community	made	safer.	 
	 
	 
Our	Commitment	Moving	Forward		
 
Wonder	Wood	Ranch	remains	committed	to	transparency,	accountability,	and	excellence	in	serving	
trauma	impacted	youth.	We	are	grateful	to	our	donors,	community	partners,	program	participants,	
and	supporters	who	believe	in	our	mission	and	the	power	of	equine	therapy	to	transform	lives.		
 
We	will	continue	to	provide	updates	as	appropriate.	Our	focus	remains	on	the	important	work	
ahead:	helping	more	young	people	in	Monterey	County	overcome	trauma	and	build	brighter	
futures.		
 
For	more	information	about	Wonder	Wood	Ranch	and	our	programs,	please	visit	our	website	or	
contact	us	directly.	 
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